5th June 2023

Participation Report

DOSI participation in the Second Meeting of the Plastics Treaty -
INC2, Paris, May 29th -June 2nd 2023

Overview

In 2022, UN Member States agreed to start negotiating a new global treaty to end plastic
pollution. This is a historic step towards protecting wildlife, the environment, and humans
from the harmful effects of plastic pollution.

The first session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee to Develop an
International Legally Binding Instrument on Plastic Pollution, including in the Marine
Environment (INC-1) was held from 29 Nov - 2 Dec 2022 in Uruguay but DOSI did not
have resources or time to engage in this first round of negotiations, which was
characterised by discussions on procedural matters. However, Melanie Bergmann,
although not a DOSI Ambassador for INC-1, attended the German delegation and was
able to pass on useful information for us post-event.

INC-2 was held at the headquarters of the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in Paris, France, from 29 May — 2 June 2023. It brought together
over 1,656 participants from 169 countries and the EU, and over 300 observer
organisations. As DOSI does not yet have observer status (we are still trying...), DOSI
ambassadors participated via our Gallifrey colleagues on their delegation and also via the
German delegation.



DOSI Ambassadors attending in person

Lucy Woodall,
University of Exeter,
UK (Gallifrey
delegation) - left

Melanie Bergmann,
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DOSI Actions

DOSI engagement in this process aims to bring the deep ocean into the discussions so
that this vast realm is fully appreciated in terms of its ecosystem services and as an
ultimate sink for much of the plastic pollution released into the marine environment. We
do not expect the deep ocean to be explicitly included in the final treaty text, but rather to
be considered by delegations during deliberations to ensure the treaty text does not
exclude this ecosystem or actions needed to address plastic pollution in or going into it.

Immediately prior to the meeting, DOSI Pollution and Debris WG members produced and
circulated (via direct mails to delegates and also via social media) a policy brief on plastic
pollution in the deep ocean (in English and Spanish):



https://www.dosi-project.org/wp-content/uploads/deep-ocean-plastic-2023-english.pdf
https://www.dosi-project.org/wp-content/uploads/deep-ocean-plastic-2023-espanol.pdf
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Contaminacion por Plastico
en el Océano Profundo

Puntos Clave
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= El plistico tiende a fragmentarse en microplisticos, pudendo as interfenr con o
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gestidn de desechas plisticos son farmas efectivas de evitar que el plistics llegue al
fondo manna.

Antecedentes
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Plastic Pollution
in the Deep Ocean

Key Points

» Plastic pallution is everywhere, nclusing the deep ocean. The deep ocean is
the ulimate sink for marine plastic debric, where i remans hasmiful and
unrerievable

s The deep oCean SUppoMs immense biodnersty, providing Wil ecosystem
serices, but is vuinesabie to uman impac.

= Plastic can persist for centuries. Theredore, the impact of plastc pallution on
the deep ocean is long-lasting.

» Plastic can fragment into microplastics, which inerfere with animal growth,
behaviow and reproduction. ngested plastic can transfer harmilul chemicals
up the food dhan

= Maring plastic comes from Bom land- and water-based admiles. Befler
BovEinance ard management ol these avilies ia required 10 prevent the
arrival of plastic inthe desp aoean.

= Political and pracical effors o reduce PESTc CONSUMALION and befter
regulate plastic waste managerment are efleciive ways 10 prevent plasic
reaching the deep orean.

Background

Plastic i now Ubiquitous in al of Eartits habitars, from the highest mountsin peaks ta the
deepest cosan trenches: plastic is even in the air we bresthe. The source of most visible
plastic pollution & urregUated waste dsposal on band, which, coupled with the prevalence
af sngle-use plastic consumptian, has led b unprecedented acoumalatian of plastic wasie.
s this waaste finds it way into waterwarys, camied by wind, runoff and starm drairs, ivers
have become a majar condus of plastic debris 10 the cosan. Atsea despasal. loss and
acadental discharge af plasiic (e-g., abandorment of snagged ar damaged fishing gears
nurde spifages, negigent port management] have siso cantributed to the proolem

protiema. Aasirados por L oorrientes, ahora S0 encuaniran milnes 0o deshechos plisticos en Entrained by currencs, there are now wast amounts of plectic in suspension around coase
suspersidn alededor de s comas, en ¢l centro de los gios ocednicos § asentadas en ¢ fndo
Marng, Segin Sa1a, crPANETCS MaFings Swrouaiments CHkonizan o pLisTicn, 9sts vohibnonss mas
peacn y hunddnacss. Bl 1ondo del 008 and &, por ko 1anen. & GRimo dostng y paraide o o dasschas
PRISTICOS Marnos, COn Lnas 25.900 Milores o toneladas métricas o PIESTOD Scumuiladas & rvel
Ml orevn 1560y A

by marine organisrs, becomes heaver and evereuslly sinks. The deen ooesn is thus the
ukimate sri for marine plassic detris, with 2n estimated 2500 millian metric tonnes. af
plastic accumudated glabaly between 1950 and 20105
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This was well-received by many of the delegations and was found to be useful during
subsequent meetings during the week. The first few days were frustrating for many
delegates, with much of the discussion focussed on procedural matters that many
considered delaying tactics and a reflection on geopolitics, these actions were led by
Saudi Arabia, Brazil and India. However, this meant that our DOSI ambassadors were
able to engage in more bi-laterals than might have been possible otherwise. Key
engagements:

1. Chile (who were very complimentary about DOSI and BBNJ / ISA/ UNFCCC
conversations) and Belgium delegations specifically asked for a briefing on the
deep sea

2. DOSI Ambassadors were involved in many conversations about plastic and the
ocean

3. DOSI Ambassadors were both part of the Scientist’s Coalition for an Effective
Plastics Treaty (SCEPT), which both gave them access to experts from across
fields and provides them with access to many delegations

4. DOSI Ambassadors independently supported delegations MB- Germany/Europe
and LW- Seychelles

5. DOSI Ambassadors wrote and submitted a statement to the treaty secretariat,
based on our DOSI policy brief (Appendix below)



6.

DOSI Ambassadors engaged in a discussion with The OceanCleanUp team about
its narrative diverting public awareness from the need for upstream measures to
inefficient cleanups

Final thoughts on DOSI participation

1.

DOSI Pollution WG leads need to decide if DOSI will be represented in INC-3 in
Nairobi and organise any delegation early. (Hotels already booked for 2
participants as holding places)

If finance allows, it makes sense to have some continuity in attendees between
meetings along with new DOSI Ambassadors. Funding will be sought via the DOSI
Office in consultation with Pollution and Debris WG leads.

A few new research gaps were identified by Lucy and Melanie that could be useful
to consider in future work/engagement. Funding will be sought to undertake these.

. Lucy and Melanie thought it would be useful having a DOSI technical brief in

advance of INC-3 summarising the impacts of plastics in the deep ocean and the
difficulties associated with researching this and why.

Considering the awareness of many delegations of the link between plastic and
climate change. It is thought a 1 pager on plastic pollution and climate change
within the context of the deep sea would be useful. This would provide an
opportunity to link and highlight the policy briefs already written by DOSI on these
topics

A webinar on the impacts on high-seas/deep-ocean of plastics is also under
consideration.

Appendix

DOSI Statement Submitted:

29th May 2023

INC-2 on Plastic Pollution

Deep Ocean Stewardship Initiative (DOSI)

While working towards an ambitious treaty we encourage nations to consider the ultimate fate of
plastic in the ocean. This is the deep sea. A remote part that covers 60% of our planet, and out
of sight to many, but already impacted by the increasing plastic pollution. The deep sea provides
many essential benefits to the planet and humanity, but these are now being affected by plastic



pollution. Plastic can’t reasonably be cleaned up from the deep sea, so the only solution to this
growing challenge is to radically reduce the amount of plastic getting to the marine environment.
This includes reducing the amount of plastic polymers produced, plastic items consumed and
plastic waste disposed of. Furthermore, specific consideration of plastic fishing gear and its
impacts is encouraged as this is a source of plastic pollution that will not be reduced by
interventions that target plastic waste that is generated on land.



