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Ocean jurisdictions



ABNJ: 64% of the 
ocean surface (approx. 

90% volume)
Image credit: Rogers, AD, UR Sumaila, SS Hussain and C 

Baulcomb, The High Seas and Us: Understanding the Value of 
High Seas Ecosystems (Global Ocean Commission, 2014)
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change

Image credit: Pew Charitable Trusts, 2015
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Pacific Regional Cooperation 

Source: Quirk and Harden-Davies 2017
Available at:  https://ro.uow.edu.au/lhapapers/3355/



Preamble, Draft text of the 
BBNJ agreement, Nov. 
2019

“act as stewards of 
the ocean in ABNJ on 
behalf of present and 
future generations”

The challenge



Looking ahead
• Ocean stewardship
• Traditional knowledge and science
• Equity and justice 
• Voice and representation
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Another lens on ocean governance

Image: Warner and Ardron, 2016


